Survey delivers the answers
As part of the North Highland Curling Trust’s work to investigate the viability of a new curling rink for Easter Ross/SE Sutherland, a community survey was carried out during July and August.  The Trust was delighted to receive over 280 responses during the 3-week period the survey was open.  People from throughout the Highlands completed the online form as well as a few individuals from as far afield as New Zealand, Switzerland and Canada.
Over 50% of responses were from people who curl regularly, and a quarter said that although they hadn’t curled they would like to try.  Almost half said they would be willing to travel between 10 and 30 miles to use a curling rink, and a quarter said they would be willing to travel further.  By far the majority would use the rink on weekday evenings and would look for coaching and tuition, a viewing area and bar facilities to complement the rink itself.  
Since the local schools have returned from holidays, they have been contacted for their views on likely usage of a curling rink and again, this has had a positive response.  With this level of response, the Trust believe that there is more than sufficient demand to take the investigations to the next stage which is to identify and investigate potential sites for the rink.  This next stage should be completed by the end of the month.  The work has been funded in part by the Highland LEADER programme.

Ends

For more information on the study, contact Shona MacLennan, Solas Business Services Ltd, 0781 843 8577

North Highland Curling Trust was formed in May 2009 to investigate the viability of re-establishing a curling facility north of Inverness following the closure of the ice rink in Brora in 2006.  www.nhct.co.uk
The Trust received funding from the Highland LEADER programme in order to carry out the feasibility study.
